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John Logan to deliver PSG plenary 
speech at Boston AAG 

 
The Population Specialty Group is pleased to 

announce that John Logan will speak at its plenary session at 
the AAG Meeting in Boston next year.  Logan is a renowned 
sociologist whose main research interests include urban 
sociology, race & ethnicity, migration and immigration, family 
and political sociology.  He is co-author, along with Harvey 
Molotch, of Urban Fortunes:  The Political Economy of Space 
and edited the book, The New Chinese City:  Globalization 
and Market Reform.  Logan has undertaken studies of 
neighborhood change and individual mobility and, residential 
and labor market segregation in U.S. cities.  His latest project is 
a study of the social impacts of Hurricane Katrina in the Gulf 
Coast.  

John Logan is a professor of Sociology at Brown University and is currently 
serving as the director of the Research Initiative on Spatial Structures in the Social 
Sciences (S4).  Prior to his current position in Brown, he was a Distinguished Professor 
of Sociology and Public Administration at SUNY Albany, Director of the Mumford 
Center for Comparative Urban and Regional Research and Director of the Urban 
China Research Network.   

 
 
 

Presidential Commentary 
 

I am excited and honored to start my term as President of the AAG 
Population Specialty Group. In this short commentary there are some practical 
matters that I want to attend to, but first, I want to make a special plea for our 
members to participate in the Annual Meetings of the Population Association of 
America (PAA). From my perspective, the only way to promote geography is for 
geographers to publish in the leading interdisciplinary journals and to participate in 
interdisciplinary conferences. (continued on page 2) 
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For contributions, comments and 
suggestions, feel free to contact: 
 
Arnisson Andre C. Ortega 
Department of Geography 
University of Washington 
428 Smith  
Box 353550                                          
Seattle, Washington 98195-3550 
http://students.washington.edu/aaortega 
Phone: 206-543-5843                               
Fax: 206-543-3313                                 
Email:  aaortega@u.washington.edu 
 

A Note from the Editor 
I am pleased and honored to be the new editor of the PSG 

newsletter.  In this issue, the newsletter sports a new layout and 
features both past and upcoming PSG events.  I hope to release 
two issues every year with the next Spring edition due March of next 
year. 

I would greatly appreciate contributions from PSG members 
such as news, articles, book reviews and other relevant information 
that you think should be included in the newsletter.  Feel free to 
email me your suggestions.  I am thinking of coming up with new 
sections such as member news (e.g. achievements and honors 
received by PSG members), graduate student section, research 
project feature, and book/journal article feature/reviews.   

Andre 

 
 
 

Presidential Commentary(from page 1)  
 
 
For most population geographers this means Demography and the PAA. By doing so, we 
guarantee that sociologists and economists will see the value of what geographers are 
doing. Therefore, I am asking for members of this specialty group to make a greater effort 
to attend the PAA (unfortunately it coincides with the AAG this year).  
 On to more practical matters. First, most of us have noticed that the old 
population geography listserv out of San Diego State University is no longer active and 
has been replaced by the AAG listserv. In some ways this is good because nobody in our 
specialty group has to take the time to run it. On the other hand, I think the current AAG 
listserv is very difficult to navigate. Perhaps I can bring this up with the AAG in my current 
capacity but I am sure others have complained. In any event, please make a note that 
the old listserv is no longer active. Second, many of us have no idea that we have a PSG website at 
http://www.pop.psu.edu/aag/psg.html. A lot of the basic information about the specialty group is available 
here (e.g., board members, by-laws, winning papers of the student paper competition, etc.). 
 Finally, there are some topics that we should discuss at our next business meeting: First, there has been 
some confusion about board member responsibilities and terms of service. I will post some proposed changes to 
the by-laws to the PSG website by the end of the year and will send a notice when they are available via the 
listserv. Second, attendance at the plenary has been poor. We need to think about how to improve 
attendance at the plenary, whether we will continue to have a plenary at all, and if not, what we can replace it 
with. Give these some thought beforehand so we can actually make some decisions during the meeting itself! 

 
 

Thomas Cooke 
thomas.cooke@uconn.edu 

Cooke 
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The PSG at the AAG Conference in San Francisco 

 
The Population Specialty Group (PSG) remains a strong and vital group within the broader AAG. Current 

membership, based on AAG provided numbers for 2007, stands at 445, with an account balance of $3,940.75 
as of April 20, 2007. At the 2007 meetings in San Francisco, the PSG sponsored or co-sponsored several sessions, 
elected a new board member and held its annual business meeting.  

 
Sponsored Sessions and Student Paper Competition 

The PSG sponsored a total of 25 sessions during the San Francisco AAG Meeting. Reflecting the diversity 
of population geography, sessions included topics such as mortality and health, racial and ethnic belonging, 
political ecology and migration, rural change, recruiting and retaining African-American and Latino students 
for Geography, and census geography. Sessions also included the PSG sponsored plenary session (organized 
by then VP Thomas Cooke), and presented by Dr. David Card of the University of California, Berkeley.  A special 
student paper session was held where the entries for the PSG Student Paper Competition were presented. Clark 
Gray of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill won first place. 

 
The PSG Business Meeting 

At its annual business meeting, the PSG 
elected Jamie Goodwin-White as the newest board 
member. Thomas Cooke moved into the position of 
President, as the outgoing President (David Carr) 
rotated off the Board after his five-year term. Wei Li 
assumed the position of Vice-President.  Arnisson 
Andre Ortega of University of Washington took over 
the editorship of the PSG newsletter from Max Lu.  
Ellen Percy-Kraly assumed the position of student 
paper committee chair with committee members, 
Emily Skop and Suzanne Withers.  

 Membership fees remained the same (free 
for students, $6 for faculty). PSG members discussed 
holding the plenary session and the student paper 
competition around the business meeting to 
increase attendance and visibility at all three 
events. Announcements regarding upcoming 
conferences were also announced at the San 
Francisco business meeting. Given the incoming 
AAG president’s emphasis on multidisciplinary work, 
it was also suggested that PSG should try to co-sponsor more sessions that are population related and recruit 
researchers from cognate disciplines such as demography, public health, and sociology to attend the 2008 
meeting. Planning for the 2008 Boston meetings is well under way within the new executive.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PSG Newsletter 

Participants at the AAG exhibit (Photo:  A. A. Ortega) 
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The PSG Board of 2007 
The PSG has a new roster of board members for 2007-2008.  At its annual business meeting, Thomas Cooke 

moved into the position of President, as the current President (David Carr) rotated off the Board after his five-year 
term. Wei Li assumed the position of Vice-President, and Jamie Goodwin-White was elected as the newest board 
member and Member-at-large.  Arnisson Andre Ortega of University of Washington will take over the editorship of 
the PSG newsletter from Max Lu.  A new member-at-large will be elected next year as the PSG seeks to replace 
its treasurer (Matthew Foulkes).  Thomas Cooke, who has chaired the student paper committee for the past three 
years, has handed over the position to Ellen Percy-Kraly. Other members of the Student Paper Competition 
Committee are Emily Skop and Suzanne Withers. 

 

PSG Board of Directors 2007-08 
 

  
Immediate Past President 

David Carr  
UC Santa Barbara 

  
President 

Thomas Cooke  
University of Connecticut 

  
Vice President 

Wei Li  
Arizona State University 

  
Secretary-Treasurer 

Matt Foulkes  
University of Missouri 

 
 

 
Member-at-Large 

Suzanne Davies-Withers  
University of Washington 

  
Member-at-Large 

Emily Skop  
University of Colorado, Colorado Springs 

  
Member-at-Large 

Jamie Goodwin-White 
University of Sussex 

  
Newsletter Editor 

Arnisson Andre C. Ortega  
University of Washington 

 

Newest Board Member 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jamie Goodwin-White is the newest board member 
and member-at-large of the PSG.  She is currently 
affiliated with the Department of Geography at the 
University of Sussex. She served as a lecturer in Social 
Statistics at the University of Southampton. She 
completed her PhD in Geography at the University of 
Washington in Seattle in 2005. Her research interests 
involve immigration, internal migration and inequality, 
with a specific focus on the ways in which geography 
shapes outcomes for the adult children of immigrants in 
the US. Her doctoral dissertation examined the effects 
of structures of wage inequality on the prospects for 
the economic incorporation of racialised immigrant, 
second generation, and native-born groups in different 
local labour markets, as well as the relationships 
between immigrant concentration/clustering, relative 
wages of immigrants and natives, and inter-
metropolitan migration of the foreign-stock population.   

Goodwin-White 
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PSG Student Paper Award 

 
Although the PSG has long run a student paper competition, the 2006 competition was expanded, 

modeling it after the Nystrom Award. Students were requested to submit a paper to the PSG paper 
committee (Chaired this year by Tom Cooke, aided by Ellen Percy-Kraly and Emily Skop). Four students were 
invited to give their paper at the AAG in the special student paper session, and awards were given for first 
place ($300) and honorable mention ($100). The PSG also paid the registration dues of all contributors 
invited to the AAG. The PSG will continue this successful competition in subsequent years. Winners were 
announced at the business meeting.  (See Page 6 for the PSG Student Competition Call for Papers) 

The first place winner was Clark Gray, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Out-Migration and 
Rural Livelihoods in the Southern Ecuadorian Andes.  (Continued on Page 7)  

 
 

 
The PSG Student Paper Winner: Clark Gray 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Clark Gray is a doctoral student in Geography at UNC-Chapel Hill interested in environmental conservation 
and human development in Latin America. His dissertation dealt with the nexus between out-migration and 
the transformation of rural areas in southern Ecuadorian Amazon.  His current and upcoming research 
projects include Out-Migration and Rural Livelihoods in the Southern Ecuadorian Andes, Indigenous Land 
Use and Livelihoods in the Northern Ecuadorian Amazon, NIH Roadmap Project on Population and Land Use 
and Frontier Migration and the Rural Environment in Ecuador. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PSG Newsletter 

Gray in one of his fieldworks in 
Ecuador (Photo Source: 
http://www.unc.edu/~cgray/) 
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CALL FOR PAPERS FOR THE  ANNUAL PSG 
STUDENT PAPER COMPETITION 

The Population Specialty Group is pleased to continue encouraging student 
engagement in active and original research in population geography by 
graduate and undergraduate students.  The Student Paper Award will again be 
showcased at the PSG Business Meeting of the Annual Meeting of AAG.  The 
specifics of the PSG Student Paper Competition are as follows:  

1. Students are to submit an extended abstract of approximately 1000 words 
to Ellen Percy Kraly via e-mail (ekraly@mail.colgate.edu) by September 16, 
2007; 

2. The PSG Student Paper Award Committee will select between 4 and 10 
papers for the competition by the AAG paper submission deadline 
(October 13, 2007). Papers selected for the competition will be placed in 1 
or 2 PSG-sponsored sessions and the authors will have their registration fees 
reimbursed by the PSG; 

3. Final drafts of papers are due to Ellen Percy Kraly via e-mail 
(ekraly@mail.colgate.edu) by February 1, 2008 and are to be limited in 
length to 30 double-spaced pages including figures, tables and 
references. 

4. The PSG Student Paper Award Committee will make a decision based 
primarily on the quality of the written paper and secondarily on the quality 
of the presentation. The PSG will offer prizes for first ($300), second ($200), 
and third ($100) place. Winners will be announced at the PSG Specialty 
Group Business Meeting. To be eligible for the award competitors must 
present the paper at the AAG and attend the PSG Specialty Group 
Business Meeting.  

Ellen Kraly is happy to answer any further questions students have regarding 
submissions and the competition, and looks forward to hearing from interested 
students. 
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PSG sponsors Boston AAG sessions 

 
The Population Specialty Group is sponsoring and co-sponsoring several sessions for the 
2008 Annual Meeting of the AAG in Boston.  Currently, the PSG is sponsoring eight 
sessions, namely: 

• Consequences of Out-migration for Rural Origin Area 
• Contemporary Exurban Growth and Change 
• Geographies of Inequality 
• Geographies of International Adoption 
• Immigrants and the State:  Role of the Nation States in a Transnational World 
• Neighborhood Scale  Urban Research 
• No place like home?: Exploring and conceptualizing contemporary refugee 

experiences 
• The Experiences of Immigrants and Refugees in North American Cities (U.S.A. and 

Canada) 
For anyone interested for PSG sponsorship, please register online at the AAG website 
(http://www.aag.org) and send the PIN (s) to Jamie Goodwin-White at J.M.Goodwin-
White@sussex.ac.uk by October 27, 2007.  
 
For detailed description of the calls for papers, turn to page 8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PSG Student Paper Award (continued from Page 5) 

 
The committee awarded three honorable mention awards at $100 each:  

• Benjamin Shultz, Masters Student, Indiana University, The Latino Immigrant Experience in 
Rural Central Kentucky 

• Sarah Hinton, Masters Student, San Diego State University, A Spatial Analysis of Fertility in 
Accra, Ghana Using the K-Function 

• Paul McDaniel, Masters Student,  University of Tennessee, Ethnic Enclave or International 
Corridor?: Immigrant Businesses in a New South City 

 
 
 
 
 

PSG Newsletter 
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CALL FOR PAPERS 
2008 AAG ANNUAL MEETING 
Boston, MA, April 15-19, 2008 

 
For anyone interested for PSG sponsorship, please register online at the AAG website 
(http://www.aag.org) and send the PIN (s) to Jamie Goodwin-White (J.M.Goodwin-
White@sussex.ac.uk) by October 27, 2007.  

 

Consequences of Out-Migration for Rural Origin Areas 
 
Organizer:  Clark Gray (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill) 
 
Papers are invited for an AAG session on the consequences of transnational and internal out-
migration for lives, livelihoods, and landscapes in rural origin areas, both in the Global North and 
South. An ongoing debate in migration and development studies has weighed the positive and 
negative impacts of migrant departure on origin areas. Quantitative studies have commonly 
emphasized the potential positive impacts of migrant remittances and return migration on 
income and consumption for migrant-sending households. However, qualitative studies have 
tended to be more negative, highlighting the loss of labor and human capital as well as cultural 
and social changes associated with a "migration syndrome". The implications of out-migration for 
land use change and the occurrence of a "forest transition" are also unclear. 
 
Papers which address any aspect of this debate are welcome, including papers from a variety of 
theoretical and methodological approaches and from individual to transnational scales. Please 
contact the organizer, Clark Gray at cgray@email.unc.edu, to express interest. 
 

Contemporary Exurban Growth and Change 
 
Organizers: Ben Shultz (University of Tennessee, Knoxville) and Brian Johnson (Indiana University, 
Bloomington) 
 
Exurban population growth and change is a landscape transformation that is having substantial 
impacts upon the economy, policy, and the environment.  Many scholars have conducted 
important research on this relatively new settlement process that defines and quantifies exurban 
locations and populations.  In addition, a number of scholars utilized a wide range of theoretical 
and methodological approaches to conceptualize exurban population growth from the 
standpoint of the migrant.  Given the implicit spatial nature of this process, geographers are in a 
unique position to further develop our understanding of the issues surrounding exurban migration, 
settlement and non-metropolitan development. In this session (or sessions) it is anticipated that 
papers will share insights from a variety of perspectives related to the patterns and processes of 
exurban population growth and change in contemporary times.                          
Interested presenters should express interest by contacting the organizers (Ben Shultz at 
bshultz1@utk.edu ; Brian Johnson at bejohns@indiana.edu).  

Volume 33 | Fall 2007 
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Geographies of International Adoption 
 
Organizer: Alec Brownlow (DePaul University) 

 
International, or intercountry, adoption – that is the adoption of children from one nation 

by adopting parent(s) of a different nation – is a phenomenon that is rapidly growing both in 
depth (i.e., the number of children adopted annually) and breadth (i.e., the number of nations 
involved on both sides of the process – sending and receiving). The movement of young 
children, often by the thousands annually, from – especially – the global south (e.g., Guatemala, 
Honduras, Ethiopia, Vietnam), newly industrialized countries (e.g., Central Asian states), and 
emerging economic powers (i.e., China and India) to – especially – the global north (i.e., 
Western Europe and the United States) has received little geographic inquiry or theoretical 
framing. Nor has the recent and stellar growth of the ‘international adoption industry’ over the 
last decade and a half. The aim of this session is to begin to develop a conceptual framework 
through which to explore and better understand the international adoption phenomenon in all 
of its geographic complexity – from the spatial, to the social, the economic, political, and 
cultural. This session invites papers that cover a diversity of topics surrounding the issue. 
 
For instance:  

• What are the impacts, implications, and patterns of this international movement of 
children at local, regional, national, and global scales? 

• What are the gendered, racial, and/or ethnic impacts, implications, and patterns of 
international adoption? 

• What are the implications of international adoption for hegemonic ideas and social 
constructions of family, community, and the ‘other’? 

• What are the geopolitics of international adoption and how are they changing? 
• What explains the growth and expansion of the international adoption industry in the 

global north? The global south? 
• Do changing geographies of global wealth have impact on international child 

movement? 
• What are the relationships of the international adoption industry with scale-specific 

neoliberalizations and urban redevelopment? 
• Others???? 

 
Please send a notice of interest or intent to Dr. Alec Brownlow at cbrownlo@depaul.edu by 
October 1st. Abstracts by October 15th.  
 

No place like home?  Exploring and conceptualising 
contemporary refuge experiences 
 
Organizers:  Ruth Healey (University of Shefield) and Jonathan Darling (University of Durham) 
 
This session will critically examine the notion and experience of contemporary asylum and seeks 
to facilitate discussion over the diverse philosophical, political and practical issues which arise 
from such multiple experiences. Both asylum seekers and refugees are all too often socially and 
politically marginalised within host communities as a combination of negative media attention 



10 

 

and increasingly restrictive and hostile government policies coalesce to not only scapegoat the 
figure of the refugee, but also to question the very right of the individual to refuge in the first 
place. Within such a contested political climate it becomes vital to examine the varying 
experiences of individual refugees and asylum seekers as a means to not only question the 
discursive claims made by those who seek to further  marginalise new arrivals, but also to open 
space in which to consider the political and practical imperatives placed upon host 
communities by refugees and asylum seekers. To this end we encourage papers which engage 
with all aspects of asylum and refugee studies, from considerations of the ethical questions 
posed by the notion of asylum and discussions of what it may mean to be a refugee in varying 
international contexts, through to examinations of the prosaic means via which individuals cope 
with the uncertainty, pressure and changeable nature of their experiences in their new countries. 
 
We are interested in a range of different topics related to the process and experience of asylum 
including, but are not limited to: 

• The ethics and politics behind refuge 
• Processes and policies of integration 
• Experiences of settlement and resettlement 
• Public perceptions around refugees and asylum seekers 
• Media images of asylum 
• International variations in experiences of asylum 
• Refugee employment experiences 
• The coping strategies of individuals 
• The theoretical purchase of asylum within contemporary geography 
• Refugee identities 

 
Expressions of interest from potential contributors should be sent to Ruth Healey (R.Healey@sheffield.ac.uk) 
or Jonathan Darling (j.m.darling@durham.ac.uk) in the form of an abstract acceptable to the AAG of 250 
words or less (http://www.aag.org/annualmeetings/2008/papers.htm#abstracts) by 30th September 2007. 
 

Geographies of Inequality 
Organizers:  Virginia Parks (University of Chicago), Jamie Goodwin-White (University of Sussex) 
and Sébastien Breau (McGill University) 
 
Geographers have a long-standing history of studying inequality. Recent evidence pointing to 
increased inequality in the US, UK and Canada has reinvigorated the debate as to its causes, 
consequences and geographical expressions. The goal of this session is to engage with this 
debate by bringing together papers focusing on (i) patterns and trends in inequality (global, 
national, regional, urban/rural, and/or local perspectives), (ii) conceptual and methodological 
challenges in the definition and measurement of inequality and (iii) alternative explanations of 
inequality. The latter includes a wide range of possible explanations related to the changing 
demographics of labor markets, institutional and political factors, the impact of economic 
restructuring, technological change, and increased international competition.  
 
Interested participants should send expressions of interest, a title and abstract (max. 250 words) to Virginia 
Parks (vparks@uchicago.edu), Jamie Goodwin-White (J.M.Goodwin-White@sussex.ac.uk) and Sébastien 
Breau (sebastien.breau@mcgill.ca) by October 8th.  
 
Details on submitting abstracts to the AAG Annual Meeting can be found at: 
http://www.aag.org/annualmeetings/2008/papers.htm#instructions 
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Immigrant and the State: Role of the Nation States in a 
Transnational World 
 
Organizer:  Sanjeev Kumar (University of Georgia) 
 
According to World Migration Report 2005, immigrants represent about 3% of the total global 
population. The figure of 185-192 million people dwarfs in comparison to the 6.5 billion people 
living on earth. However, these immigrants unlike their predecessors are increasingly challenging 
those sacramental notions of state and its institutions.  
 
The aim of this paper session is to provide a platform for scholars engaged in researching the 
changing ‘dialectics’ between the immigrants and the institutions of the state. Papers that focus 
on the social, political and the economic dimensions of ‘transnational’ immigration, as well as 
those focusing on the role of the state, in constructing ‘transnational’ identities are particularly 
welcome. Both conceptual and empirical papers based on various theoretical and 
methodological approaches on the process of creation and sustenance of transnationalism is 
welcome too.  
 
Potential topics may include but not limited to the following: 

• Defining the meaning and scope of transnationalism 
• Issues of nationalism, citizenship and other state based identity markers in the age of 

transnationalism 
• Role of the neo-liberal global economic order in creating and sustaining transnational 

immigrants 
• Role of modern means of communication and transportation in creating and sustaining 

the transnational networks 
• Relationship of the transmigrants with their source and host nations 
• Role of Diasporic associations and other sites of social networks in creating transnational 

social space 
• Role of market in sustaining the inflow of immigrants without proper legal status 
• Role of gender and race in creating immigrants’ experiences 

 
Please send an email stating your paper title, PIN, and abstract no later than *October 25* 
(please note that this is earlier than the AAG deadline) to Sanjeev Kumar at skumar@uga.edu 
 

Neighborhood scale urban research 
 
Organizer:  Michael Reibel (California State University at Pomona) 
 
This session will address new research in the theory, methods and empirical evidence concerning 
urban distributions and processes at the neighborhood scale.  The neighborhood scale can be 
interpreted broadly for purposes of this session and will depend to some extent on data sources 
and specific research topic.  Possible topics might include, but are not limited to, 
 

• Segregation and neighborhood transitions by race/ethnicity, income/class, etc. 
• Patterns and trends in housing 



12 

 

• Local scale (re)investment, gentrification and lending 
• Neighborhood scale effects in health and wellness outcomes 
• Etc. 

 
To submit a paper for consideration in this session: 
 
1. Register and submit your abstract online (http://www.aag.org/annualmeetings/) 
2. Email your presenter identification number (PIN), paper title, and abstract to the session 
organizer , Michael Reibel (mreibel@csupomona.edu) by October 25, 2007. 
 

The Experiences of Immigrants and Refugees in North American 
Cities (U.S.A. and Canada) 
 
Organizers: Carlos Teixeira (University of British Columbia) and Wei Li (Arizona State University)  
 
This session invites papers that cover theoretical underpinning and/or empirical analyses 
surrounding immigrant and refugee experiences in North American cities. Specifically, papers 
should be focused on the following issues: 

• Migration to North American Cities (push/pull forces, changing international migration 
dynamics, racialization process...) 

• Issues of settlement (from neighborhood formation and segregation...) and 
suburbanization 

• Economic integration 
 
We are commissioned to co-edit a theme issue for Journal of Immigrant and Refugee Studies 
based on AAG papers presented in this session. Therefore, those who have completed written 
paper by the time of Boston AAG will be given priority considerations.  
 
Please send a notice of interest or intent to both co-organizers (Carlos Teixeira at 
carlos.Teixeira@ubc.ca; Wei Li at wei.li@asu.edu ) by October 1st.  Please register and submit 
your abstract to AAG on-line no later than October 15th before sending the co-organizers your 
registration number in order to join the session. 
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OTHER CONFERENCES, CALL FOR PAPERS & 
JOB OPENINGS 

 
 

Call for Papers - International Seminar on The Emergence of Social 
Differences in Mortality: Time Trends, Causes, and Reactions 
Alghero, Italy, 29-30 May 2008 
 
Organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Historical Demography in cooperation with the  
Societa Italiana di Demografia Storica (SIDES), the University of Sassari and the Netherlands 
Interdisciplinary Demographic Institute (NIDI).  Deadline for submission of abstract: 1 October 
2007. 
 
Since the 1980s, socioeconomic inequality in adult mortality has become a key topic for 
epidemiologists, demographers and policy makers. A number of studies reported a widening of 
socioeconomic inequalities in mortality since the 1960s and as a consequence, the study of 
trends in socioeconomic inequalities in mortality became an important issue. Most of these 
studies have a very limited time horizon making it difficult to assess the direction of the trend. This 
International Seminar will bring together demographers, historians, epidemiologists, and social 
and political scientists who are interested in long-term trends in socioeconomic mortality 
differences, in particularly among the adult and elderly population, and in the political and 
societal reactions to these differences. The focus is mainly on the 19th and first half of the 20th 
centuries. We welcome contributions relating to a variety of settings and regions, from 
researchers in both developed and developing countries. Papers may be country-specific or 
comparative. Especially encouraged are contributions on the changes over time in the 
relationship between mortality, social class and gender, on the relationship between locality 
and social class differences in mortality, including studies using multi-level and event history 
models that account for temporal variations of contextual effects and papers that will account 
for the temporal variations of the contextual effects over long periods of time. We are interested 
in the mechanisms between socioeconomic position and mortality, i.e. whether the gradient is 
due to income and wealth, housing, education, etc. We also are interested in the way in which 
the academic and political world historically has stimulated research in this field and or reacted 
to research findings. Contributions might be based on re-analysis of published statistical data, on 
analyses on newly-collected information from micro-data and on more qualitative sources. 
 
A full announcement and description of this seminar is available at 
http://www.iussp.org/Activities/hisdem/call08.php 
 
The IUSSP Scientific Panel on Historical Demography invites researchers in the field to submit a 
200-word abstract and curriculum vitae before 1 October 2007 to Frans van Poppel 
(poppel@nidi.nl) with a copy to Madeleine Jarl (Madeleine.Jarl@ekh.lu.se). Abstracts must be 
submitted in English only and the working language at the meeting is English. Invitations to attend 
the seminar will be issued, based on the outcome of submitted abstracts, by 1 November 2007. 
Participants will be expected to submit their complete paper by 1 May 2008. For further 
information, please contact Frans van Poppel (poppel@nidi.nl). 

PSG Newsletter 
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PAA 2008 
New Orleans, April 17-19, 2008 
 
The Big Easy was knocked down but not out by the levee failures following Hurricane Katrina in 
August 2005. The extensive flooding of key residential areas has resulted in unprecedented shifts 
in population size and composition, and these profound demographic changes will be 
highlighted at the meetings. There will also be opportunities for attendees to visit affected areas, 
be briefed about their recovery, and even participate in the rebuilding in a small way. 
 
But the older sections of the city most familiar to visitors did not flood and were scarcely 
damaged at all. The convention hotels and nearly all of the major restaurants, the entire Central 
Business District, the French Quarter and Marigny Districts, the Garden District and Uptown - i.e., 
all of the major tourist areas - are all now fully functional. Opportunities to explore and enjoy the 
"old" New Orleans will be extensive. A special wildlife tour into the swamp, as well as a "wildlife" 
tour of the best music and nightclub scenes in the city are in the works. Those returning to New 
Orleans will find nearly all of their favorite restaurants and night spots ready and eager to 
welcome them back.  For the most serious music lovers, plan to come early or stay late: PAA 
week will be sandwiched by French Quarter Fest (April 11-13) and the first week of Jazz Fest (April 
25-27). We're planning for a big time in the Big Easy! 
 
Mark J. VanLandingham, Tulane University 
Member, PAA 2008 Local Arrangements Committee 
 

Population-Development-Environment Linkages in the Sudano-
Sahelian Zone of West Africa 
The Population-Environment Research Network (PERN) invites you to participate in the cyber-
seminar on "Population-Development-Environment Linkages in the Sudano-Sahelian Zone of West 
Africa", which begins on 3 September and will last until 14 September 2007. 
 
The seminar will be bi-lingual, French and English. Five-page synopses of the research in each 
country, together with full papers will be available as background materials. The research teams 
will participate fully and the cyberseminar will also include invited experts. 
 
For access to the background papers and more information on the cyberseminar, please visit: 
http://www.populationenvironmentresearch.org/seminars.jsp 
 

International seminar on Potential and Actual Contributions of 
Behavioural Change to Curbing the Spread of HIV Kenya 
17-19 February 2008  Organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Sexual Behaviour and HIV/AIDS 
and the Population Council, Kenya.   
 
A renewed emphasis on HIV prevention is critically needed to prevent millions of new infections 
occurring each year. In the absence of a vaccine, a microbicide, or a cure, the key to reducing 
the spread of HIV/AIDS lies with behavioural change. The objective of this seminar is to stimulate 
and advance research on potential and actual contributions of behavioural change to curbing 
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the spread of HIV. Contributions to the seminar may focus on prevention programmes, condom 
use, the role of VCT (Voluntary Counselling and Testing) and individual's experiences of the 
epidemic in stimulating behavioural change, or other relevant topics. Papers may take the form 
of case studies (regional, national or sub-national), comparative studies, theoretical studies (i.e. 
model-based), and meta-analyses. Sub-Saharan Africa provides an obvious geographic focus, 
but contributions dealing with Asian and other epidemics are also invited both on their own 
account, and to provide illuminating contrasts to the current African situation. A full 
announcement and description of this seminar is available at 
http://www.iussp.org/Activities/scc-rep2/call07.php 
 
 

International Workshop on Indicators of integration in social 
statistics  
Montreal, Canada, 10-11  December 2007 
Organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on the Integration of migrants, the Quebec Inter-
University Centre for Social Statistics (QIUCSS) and the Institut National d'Etudes Demographiques 
(INED). 
 
The workshop is scheduled to take place following the Conference on "Social Statistics and 
Ethnic Diversity: Should we count, how should we count and why?" organized in Montreal on 6-8 
December 2007 by QIUCSS and INED.  
 
The aim of this workshop is to launch a critical overview of the different approaches of 
integration processes in quantitative studies. Most scientific research on the "integration of 
migrants" makes extensive use of quantitative data, but only a few studies offer a critical 
assessment of the background and limits of the indicators. Quantitative indicators of integration 
or assimilation are not only designed for scientific purposes, but they provide crucial information 
for social policy makers. Collected through censuses, administrative data or scientific surveys, 
quantitative data are basic tools for development of integration policies, particularly in Western 
Europe. Unemployment rates, segregation indexes, intermarriage rates, homogamy within social 
networks, linguistic maintenance or shift, health inequalities, crime rates and cultural preferences 
are used as benchmarks for assessing integration or assimilation processes. These indicators are 
often used without explicit references to broader analytic framework and concepts. Why and 
how far these indicators are relevant for the study of integration have yet to be fully 
demonstrated. 
 
This workshop will bring together social scientists working in the area of population studies and 
migration and integration studies.  Anthropologists and political scientists are also welcome. The 
organizers seek papers that provide a formal discussion of theoretical and methodological issues 
or present empirical case studies. The papers may be country or region-specific or comparative. 
All dimensions involved in integration processes are of valuable interest. Please note that due to 
the tight time-table, the workshop is open to discuss works in progress. 
 
A full announcement and description of this workshop is available at 
http://www.iussp.org/Activities/integrmigr/call07.php 
 
The IUSSP Scientific Panel on the Integration of Migrants invites researchers in the field to submit a 
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200-word abstract of their proposed paper (and if the author(s) wish, a full paper which must be 
unpublished) and fill out the online submission form before 1 October 2007 directly to the IUSSP 
website at: http://www.iussp.org/Activities/integrmigr/submissions/login.html. 
 
Abstracts may be submitted in English or in French, and the working languages at the meeting 
will be English and French. 
 
Applicants will be informed whether their paper is accepted by 3 November 2007. 
Participants must submit a draft paper or a PowerPoint presentation by 3 December 2007. For 
further information, please contact Patrick Simon (simon@ined.fr). 
 

JOB OPENING 
Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research 
 
Directors: Prof. James W. Vaupel - Prof. Joshua R. Goldstein 
Deadline for Applications: 21 October 2007 
 
The Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research (MPIDR) seeks to recruit a Research Scientist 
to conduct research for the Laboratory of Demographic Data. Qualified demographers, 
sociologists, statisticians, and other scientists with a research background in the social sciences 
are invited to apply. We intend to fill the position as soon as possible. The duration of the contract 
will initially be limited to three years. The salary is paid according to qualification and in 
accordance with the rule of federal employees in Germany, up to level 14TVoeD. 
 
The successful applicant must have completed a Ph.D. degree in demography or a related field. 
He or she must have a proven record of scientific work and theoretical experience in the field of 
fertility and its determinants in Europe and other industrialized societies as well as knowledge of 
the relevant literature.   
 
The candidate will in the main process and analyze population and survey data on fertility. The 
position requires expertise in statistical and demographic analyses and practical skills in handling 
of demographic data. Fluency in English is essential.   
 
The Max Planck Society wishes to increase the share of women in areas where they are 
underrepresented and strongly encourages women to apply. The Max Planck Society is also 
committed to employing more handicapped individuals.  
 
Applications should include a CV with a statement of academic interest and relevant 
experience, a list of publications, two recommendations and contact details of two referees. 
 
Please send all materials by 21st of October 2007 to: 
Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research 
Attn. Edelgard Katke 
Konrad-Zuse-Str. 1 
18057 Rostock, Germany 
Email: katke@demogr.mpg.de 
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International Seminar on Fertility and Public Policies in Low Fertility 
Countries 
Barcelona, Spain, 7-9 July 2008 
Organized by the IUSSP Scientific Panel on Policies in the Context of Low Fertility 
Deadline for submission of abstract: 11 January 2008. 
 
Very low fertility has been attained in more than 30 countries of Europe and Asia, including 
countries with very different socio-economic and political contexts. These trends imply, in the 
short or long term, an acute population ageing process and substantial declines in the 
population size on national and regional levels. Important adaptations of both social institutions 
and individuals to these evolutions will be required to cope with this new demographic reality of 
the 21st century. Therefore governments are increasingly considering policy interventions aimed 
at raising the number of births. A substantial body of research has been devoted to the question 
of whether and how policies affect the tempo and the level of fertility. However, the reviews of 
research on this issue often show only weak associations, and  contradicting or inconclusive 
results. 
 
The main goal of this seminar will be to bring together researchers in the areas of fertility and 
public policy, including researchers with different views on the conceptualisation of policy 
impacts and policy formation, covering a diverse set of low fertility countries.  Theoretical, 
empirical, as well as methodological papers are welcome. Studies that place the effects of 
policies in a wider social, political, economic, and cultural context, as well as comparative 
research, are particularly welcome. 
 
A full announcement and description of this workshop is available at 
http://www.iussp.org/Activities/low2/call07.php 
 
The IUSSP Scientific Panel on Policies in the Context of Low Fertility invites researchers in the field 
to submit a detailed 500-1000 word abstract (and if the author(s) wish, a full paper which must be 
unpublished) and fill out the online submission form before 11 January 2008 directly to the IUSSP 
website at: http://www.iussp.org/Activities/low2/submissions/login.html 
 
Abstracts and papers must be submitted in English only and the working language at the 
meeting is English.  Applicants will be informed whether paper is accepted by: 21 February 2008. 
Participants must submit their complete paper by: 7 June 2008. 
 
For further information, please contact Pau Baizan (pau.baizan@upf.edu). 

 
 
 

http://www.pop.psu.edu/aag/psg.html 


