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 Laura Pulido to deliver PSG Plenary  
at the Las Vegas AAG 

The Population Specialty Group is pleased to 
announce that renowned scholar, Laura Pulido 
will speak at its plenary session at the AAG 
Meeting in Las Vegas next year.  Pulido is a 
Professor of American Studies and Ethnicity 
and Geography at the University of Southern 
California.  Her research covers topics that 
address issues on racial and class oppression, 
environmental justice, landscape studies and 

history of the third world left.  Currently, she is involved in research 
projects on Latino racial identity and its spatio-temporal dimensions and 
on the relationships between African Americans and Latinos in Los 
Angeles.  She has received numerous honors such as the Meridian Book 
Award and the Association for Humanist Sociology Book Award for her 
book, “Black, Brown, Yellow and Left:  Radical Activism in Los 
Angeles.”   
 

 The PSG at the Boston AAG 
At this year’s AAG Conference in Boston, the Population Specialty Group sponsored 
35 sessions that covered topics from geographies of inequality to geographies of 
international adoption.  The plenary session, which was co-sponsored with the Ethnic 
Geography Specialty Group, featured Brown University’s John Logan.  Highlights of 
the PSG’s participation at the Boston AAG include the Student Paper Competition 
which was won by Kyle Walker of the University of Minnesota and the Business 
Meeting wherein some revisions to the existing by-laws were proposed and Max Lu 
was elected as the newest member-at-large.   
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Presidential Commentary
 
Dear PSG members, 
It is a great privilege and pleasure for me to start serving as President of the AAG PSG. I first 
express my sincere gratitude to the PSG membership for electing me as a board member five 
years ago, which leads to the presidency this year. I am looking forward to working with you all 
in the coming year. Thanks, also, to Thomas Cooke, our immediate past president, who led the 
revision of our by-laws and a number of other changes during his term; all past and current 
board members for their superb service to PSG, but in particular, Ellen Kraly, chair of our 
Student Paper Committee, and Andre Ortega, our newsletter editor. 
My first commentary will focus on three key points: interdisciplinary and cross-national research; 2010 US census 
and ACS updates; and what can/should PSG do to advance your career. 
1. We are living in an exciting but challenging era as a nation and an academic field. A globalizing world means 
goods, information, service, financial capital and human beings are increasingly flowing across national borders. 
There are some global trends in population and migration dynamics that pose both opportunities and challenges 
for us as population geographers, for example, we need studies that are more international/transnational in scope, 
comparative in essence, mixed in methods, and critical to understanding policy implications and/or impacts. I 
echo Tom’s call (PSG newsletter fall 2007, 2) “to promote geography … to publish in the leading interdisciplinary 
journals and to participate in interdisciplinary conferences,” including but not limited to participating in PAA and 
publishing in related journals, and becoming involved in interdisciplinary and cross-national research. We are all 
fully aware of the pros and cons for doing so.  For example, we enjoy rewards but suffer drawbacks such as the 
time consuming efforts but less recognition by institutions, as well as the incompatibility of concepts and 
terminology, the unavailability and incompatibility of data sources; and issues of research methods and 
coordination in such endeavors. These present more challenges for emerging scholars than established ones.  I 
hope more established scholars in PSG will take leadership roles teaching others how to meet and overcome 
these limitations while training a new generation of population geographers who will be the new leaders in our 
field and beyond.  
2. The planning for the 2010 decennial census has been at its peak. 2010 census questionnaire content has been 
decided after numerous tests. The Census Bureau has started to implement community partnership programs. All 
10 regional offices are in the process of hiring community partners to help the bureau to fully count every person 
in the U.S., especially among the ‘hard-to-count’ communities, such as those in rural areas, and among population 
groups such as minorities, immigrants, people with limited English language capabilities, as well as the homeless 
population. Due to budgetary constraints, the Bureau decided not to implement the plan for numerators to use 
hand-held computers, but will use well-tested but less automated modes instead. The American Community 
Survey (ACS), fully implemented since 2005, will replace the traditional decennial census long form survey. On 
December 9, 2008, the Bureau will release 2005-2007 data, which cover all areas and population groups of 20,000 
people or more.  Five-year ACS estimates covering data collection from 2005-2009 ACS will also be available at 
the census tract level in 2010. This is a dataset that provides timely information but also has drawbacks due to 
smaller sample size compared to previous decennial censuses. Population geographers, along with demographers, 
are among the largest census data user groups.  I hope PSG members will provide timely feedback and 
suggestions to improve continuously the ACS design and data products.    
3. The PSG has been an active specialty group among AAG specialty groups. We hope, however, PSG can better 
serve members’ interests and needs. We can discuss this topic at the Las Vegas business meeting, but for now, 
any comments/suggestions are greatly appreciated.  A central question is, how can PSG advance your career?  
Please feel free to contact board members or me to express your opinion.  
Last but not the least, I hope everyone’s term is off to a good start, and you are making good progress in planning 
for the next AAG meeting. Hope to see you all in Vegas.  
 
Wei Li  
Arizona State University 
Wei.li@asu.edu 
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PSG to host the 5th International Conference on 

Population Geographies 
 
 

Dartmouth College, Hanover NH, USA 
Abstract Submission and Registration Deadline:  15th March 2009 

Conference Dates: August 5-9, 2009 
 
The PSG is proud to announce that it is hosting the 5th International Conference on Population 

Geographies to be held at Dartmouth College from August 5-9, 2009.  This is the fifth conference 
designed to provide a regular international meeting of Population Geographers.  Originally established by 
the Population Geography Research Group (PGRG), which is one of the specialist research groups of the 
Royal Geographical Society / Institute for British Geographers (RGS/IBG).  

The hope from the first meeting in Scotland in 2002 was that in the long term this would be a bi-
annual event hosted in different nations.  It has since been hosted in St Andrews (2004), Liverpool (2006), 
Hong Kong (2007) and now will be hosted in Dartmouth in 2009, where we aim to continue the tradition 
of offering a major, regular Population Geography event drawing on participants from all over the world.  
The event will be hosted in Umea, Sweden, in 2011. 

Although designed for geographers, contributions are welcome from those who would not regard 
themselves as population geographers, but are working in pertinent research areas. For example, we would 
welcome speakers from other disciplines including Demography, Sociology, Economics, Social 
Anthropology etc.  Postgraduates are also encouraged to attend and offer papers.   

 
For more details about the conference, go to Page 11.   
 
Co-sponsors: 
AAG Population Specialty Group   
RGS/IBG Population Geography Research Group 

 
Local Conference Organizing Committee: 
Richard Wright, Dartmouth College 
Tom Cooke, University of Connecticut 
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New Member-At-Large 

MAX LU  
 

The Population Specialty Group is proud to announce its newest member-
at-large, Max Lu.  Currently, he is an Associate Professor of Geography at 
Kansas State University.  He received a Ph.D. in Geography at Indiana 
University, Bloomington.  His core areas of geographic research are in 
human-environment interactions, population and health geographies, and 
geospatial analysis and applications.  Max served as PSG’s newsletter-editor 
from  2005 to 2006.   

Source:  http://www.k-state.edu/geography/people/faculty/maxlu.html 
 

POPULATION SPECIALTY GROUP BOARD 2008 
 

 
Immediate Past President 

 
Thomas Cooke  
University of Connecticut 

 
President 

 

 
Wei Li 
Arizona State University  
University of California, Berkeley (2008-2009) 

 
Vice President 

 

 
Suzanne Davies Withers  
University of Washington 

 
Secretary-Treasurer 

 

 
Matt Foulkes  
University of Missouri 

 
Member-at-Large 

 

 
Emily Skop  
University of Colorado, Colorado Springs  

 
Member-at-Large 

 

 
Jamie Goodwin-White  
University College Dublin  

 
Member-at-Large 

 

 
Max Lu  
Kansas State University 

 
Student Paper Award 

Committee Chairperson 

 
Ellen Percy Kraly  
Colgate University 

 
Newsletter Editor 

 

 
Arnisson Andre C. Ortega  
University of Washington 
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The 2008 PSG Student Paper Competition 
The four nominees for the 2008 PSG Student Paper Competition presented their papers at this year’s 
Boston AAG Conference on April 18, 2008.  The winner for this year is Kyle Walker of the University of 
Minnesota. He presented his paper entitled, Immigration, Suburbia, and the Politics of Population in US Metropolitan 
Areas.  The runners-up are:  Jason Davis of UCSB (Flowing Wealth, Circulating Labor and Reproduction in Central 
American and Caribbean Households), Amber McIlwain of the University of Kentucky (District-level analysis of 
spatial differentials in fertility and the 0-6 year sex ratio:  results from the 2001 Census of India) and Todd Lindley of 
Indiana University (Intercountry Adoption in the Philippines and the United States:  Global Networks and Local 
Processes).   
 

The 2008 Student Paper 
Competition Winner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KYLE WALKER 
University of Minnesota 
 
‘Immigration, Suburbia, and the Politics of 
Population in US Metropolitan Areas’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kyle is currently in the Ph.D. Geography 
program of the University of Minnesota with 
general research interests in demography and 
the politics of population change in US 
metropolitan areas.  His current research 
project is focused on investigating the 
relationships between migrant settlement in 
US suburbs and political responses to 
immigration, notably the re-scaling of 
immigration policy to the local level. Kyle’s 
winning paper, Immigration, Suburbia, and the 
Politics of Population in US Metropolitan Areas, is 
published in the Minnesota Population Center 
Working Paper Series.   
 

 

The Annual Student Paper 
Competition 
The Population Specialty Group is pleased to continue 
encouraging student engagement in active and original 
research in population geography by graduate and 
undergraduate students.  The Student Paper Award will 
again be showcased at the PSG Business Meeting of the 
Annual Meeting of AAG.  The specifics of the PSG 
Student Paper Competition are as follows:  
1. Students are to submit an extended abstract of 

approximately 1000 words to Ellen Percy Kraly via e-
mail (ekraly@mail.colgate.edu) by September 17, 2008;

2. The PSG Student Paper Award Committee will select 
between 4 and 10 papers for the competition by the 
AAG paper submission deadline in October. Papers 
selected for the competition will be placed in 1 or 2 
PSG-sponsored sessions and the authors will have 
their registration fees reimbursed by the PSG; 

3. Final drafts of papers are due to Ellen Percy Kraly via 
e-mail (ekraly@mail.colgate.edu) by February 1, 2009 
and are to be limited in length to 30 double-spaced 
pages including figures, tables and references. 

4. The PSG Student Paper Award Committee will make 
a decision of the student paper prize, an award of 
$300, based on the quality of the written paper. 
Honorable mention awards of $100 may also be 
awarded.  Winners will be announced at the PSG 
Specialty Group Business Meeting. To be eligible for 
the award competitors must present the paper at the 
AAG and attend the PSG Specialty Group Business 
Meeting.  

Ellen Kraly is happy to answer any further questions 
students have regarding submissions and the 
competition, and looks forward to hearing from 
interested students. 
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Member News, Features, Research Projects 
 
David Plane named as Member of Census Advisory Committee of 
Professional Associations (CACPA) 
 
David Plane, Professor of Geography at the University of Arizona and a past President of the PSG, was appointed by 
the Director of the Census Bureau to a three-year term on the Census Advisory Committee of Professional 
Associations (CACPA). Professor Plane was named as one of the representatives of the Population Association of 
America (PAA).   The CACPA provides support in the form of technical/academic expertise and overview to various 
activities of the Bureau.   
 
The four professional associations represented on CACPA are the PAA, the American Statistical Association (ASA), 
the American Economics Association (AEA), and the American Marketing Association (AMA).  The AAG, jointly 
with the North American Council of the Regional Science Association International, recently made a formal 
application to be represented on the CACPA.  Despite what seemed like an initially favorable response from the 
Director and others within the Bureau to the letter of offer from Doug Richardson, Executive Director of the AAG, 
and Jean-Claude Thill, Executive Director of NARSC, the proposal has since been turned down -- or at least 
indefinitely put on hold.  The additional workload that the Bureau is currently engaged in during the run-up to Census 
2010 was cited as a reason. 
 
As a number of PSG members may recall, the AAG for many years had a Census Advisory Committee.  The 
Committee was often ineffectual and inactive, however, and lacked any formal status with the Census Bureau.  There 
are a number of reasons why the logic for representation on the CACPA is compelling:  

1. GIS has become an integral part of census operations. 
2. American Community Survey (ACS) is becoming fully operational and producing data at fine geographic 

scales on an annual basis. 
3. Many Bureau personnel are active participants in AAG and regional science operations.  

 
Two-day fall and spring meetings are held at the Bureau's new headquarters building in Suitland Maryland (just outside 
D.C.). The spring CACPA meetings will be held April 16-17. For questions and suggestions on Bureau activities, 
contact Prof. David Plane at plane@email.arizona.edu. 
 
 

CACPA Meeting Fall 2008 Update 
Prof. David Plane, PAA Representative to CACPA 
 
The PAA Advisory Committee is currently dealing with issues related to experimental new content on the ACS in the 
area of immigration, plans for 2010 decennial census coverage measurement, and Bureau staff research on possibly 
using a housing-unit estimates methodology in the future to supplement the current sole reliance on administrative 
records (matched IRS tax returns/social security/medicare records). 
 
We are proposing for the spring meeting that a project be undertaken regarding products from ACS internal migration 
(1-year question) and that research be devoted to synthesizing better migration resources from state and county 
estimates and ACS. 
 
We continue to express our concerns regarding the different residency rule (2-month) that was adopted for ACS than 
the traditional usual place of residence criterion used on decennial censuses.  We are concerned that this could result in 
some anomolous results with respect to population characteristics as more and more ACS data are released (first 3-year 
averages due out in December). 
 
The spring CACPA meetings will be held April 16-17.  I would be happy to hear from anyone with ideas to contribute 
in advance of those dates. 
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Member News, Features, Research Projects 
 
 

Clark Visits New Zealand as a Fulbright Senior Specialist
 

Bill Clark (UCLA) spent 6 weeks during July and August as a Fulbright Senior Specialist hosted by Professor Philip 
Morrison and the School of Geography and Environmental Sciences of Victoria University Wellington. The visit 
involved a keynote address to the New Zealand Geographical Society’s bi-annual meeting in early July and lectures and 
seminars at Auckland and Waikato Universities and talks to the Department of Labor and the New Zealand Housing 
Corporation. New Zealand is now more than 25 percent foreign born and as a “new settler” society – that is a society 
with large scale recent immigration, New Zealand is interested in the process of settlement and how best to 
“incorporate” new arrivals into the existing social arrangements.  There are two large scale surveys on settlement 
issues, the Longitudinal Survey of Settlement (LISNZ) and the Survey of Migration Motivations being conducted by 
Statistics New Zealand (the equivalent of the US Bureau of the Census). Public use data sets will be available in the 
next year.  
 
 

CU Boulder Holds Summer Short Course on 
Environmental Demography

Every year, University of Colorado-Boulder’s Institute of Behavioral Science holds short course summer 
Demography programs that aim to provide an overview of a Demographic sub-discipline and provide in-
depth examples of central areas of research.  Top scholars in the field present both the conceptual and 
methodological aspects of their research.   
Focusing on Environmental Demography, this year’s summer short course was held last July 16-18, 2008. 
Twenty five graduate, postdoctoral students and junior faculty members from the University of Colorado, 
University of Washington, University of Arizona, University of California-Berkeley, Stanford University, and 
University of Delaware attended the event. Speakers included Lori Hunter (Review and Overview of 
Population and Environment Scholarship), Nizam Khan (Health and Demographic Surveillance System 
Concepts and Methods) and Liam Downey (Measuring Environmental Racial Inequality:  Using GIS to Link 
Definitions, Indicators, Theories and Questions) of the University of Colorado-Boulder, Barbara Entwisle 
(Agent-Based Simulation Approaches to Modelling Population and Environment) of the University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill and David Carr (Population and Deforestation:  Quantitative and Qualitative 
Approaches, Field Research in Guatemala) of University of California-Santa Barbara.  

PSG Newsletter 
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Member News, Features, Research Projects 
 

 
SUNY Albany’s Global Center for Critical Demography and 
Public Sociology to hold the First Annual Critical 
Demography Conference 
 
The First Annual Conference on Critical 
Demography will be held on March 6th to 7th 
2009 at SUNY Albany.  This year’s theme is “A 
Safeplace For Innovative Ideas on the Study of 
Population” with  Dr. Nancy E. Riley, author of 
Demography in the Age of the Postmodern, as 
they special keynote speaker.  Organized by the 
Global Center for Critical Demography and 
Public Sociology, the conference calls to action 
researchers who think outside of traditional 
demographic paradigms.  The program consists 
of guest speakers, lead discussants, 
presentations, panels, round tables, full lunch 
and a dinner reception.  Also, the conference 
hopes to be a venue for selecting members of the Editorial Board for the Journal of Critical Demography.   
 
Critical Demography is a new and exciting paradigm that has the potential of revolutionizing the study of 
population. Critical Demography facilitates the development of theories, methods and concepts that do not 
neatly fit within the boundaries of the prevailing paradigm, conventional demography. Critical Demography 
makes explicit the manner in which the social structure differentiates dominant and subordinate populations. 
 
For details about the conference, see page 14.  
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Forced Migration 
Review 
FMR 31: Climate 
change and displacement 

In response to growing pressures on landscapes and livelihoods, people are 
moving, communities are adapting. This issue of FMR debates the numbers, the 
definitions and the modalities – and the tension between the need for research and the 
need to act. Thirty-eight articles by UN, academic, international and local actors 
explore the extent of the potential displacement crisis, community adaptation and 
coping strategies, and the search for solutions.  

The issue also includes a range of articles on other aspects of forced migration. 
This issue will be published in English, French, Spanish and Arabic. 

If you would like to receive a hard copy for your organisation, or multiple copies 
for onward distribution or for use at conferences/workshops, please email us at fmr@qeh.ox.ac.uk. You will 
need to send your full postal address and indicate how many copies you require and in which language. 
(Please note that this issue of FMR will be distributed to our usual mailing list; if you usually receive FMR, 
you do not need to request it unless you require multiple copies.) 

We encourage you to circulate or reproduce any articles in their entirety but please cite 
http://www.fmreview.org/climatechange.htm 

We would like to thank the following for their generous funding and support of this issue: United 
Nations Environment Programme, the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, GTZ/German Federal 
Ministry for Economic Co-operation and Development, UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs and the International Centre for Migration, Health and Development.  

Details of future issues of FMR are at www.fmreview.org/forthcoming.htm. The next two will include features 
on ‘statelessness’ and ‘protracted displacement situations’. 

Source:  http://www.fmreview.org/climatechange.htm 
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CALL FOR PAPERS AND SESSIONS 
The 2009 AAG Conference  

March 22-27, 2009 
Las Vegas 

 
 
 
 
 
The Population Specialty Group is sponsoring and co-sponsoring several sessions for the 2009 Annual 
Meeting of the AAG in Las Vegas.  PSG will gladly sponsor sessions that deal with population-related topics.  
For paper submissions, the PSG can place papers in PSG-sponsored sessions.    
 
Those who are interested for PSG sponsor should register online at the AAG website (http://www.aag.org) 
and send their activated PIN to Max Lu (maxlu@ksu.edu) by November 13, 2008.   
 
Below is a list of current PSG-sponsored sessions.  For more details about the sessions, see page 9 for 
descriptions of the sessions listed below. 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Tentative List of PSG Sponsored Sessions 
 

 Plenary Lecture:  Laura Pulido 
 CFP:  Locating Configurations of Inequality 
 CFP:  The Experiences of Immigrants and Refugees in urban areas 
 CFP:  Mobility in a time of Madness: Economic downturns and 

population movements 
 CFP:  Study Abroad: Critical Perspectives on Preparing Students 
 CFP:  Rural and Small Town Dynamics in North America 
 CFP:  The Geographies of Education 
 CFP:  Negotiating Belonging: Integration, Separation, and Othering 

in Contemporary Europe 
 Panel:  Our Cohort's Response: Graduate Students and the 

(Re)Theorization Project in Population Geography 
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CALL FOR PAPERS, CONFERENCES, JOB 
OPENINGS & MISCELLANEOUS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

CALL FOR PAPERS:  ASSOCIATION OF 
AMERICAN GEOGRAPHERS CONFERENCE 
March 22-27, 2009 
Las Vegas 
 
Mobility in a time of Madness: Economic downturns and population movements 
Organizers:  Suzanne Davies Withers (University of Washington); Mark Ellis (University of 
Washington) 
 
The recent economic downturn in the global economy represents a challenge to migration scholars who for 
the past few decades have focused primarily on understanding population movements in a time of economic 
prosperity. This is especially true in the United States, where particularly during the period from 1995 to 
2005 the housing boom generated significant internal and international population movements and an 
associated uneven geography of wealth accumulation and employment growth.  
 
What impact is the current economic downturn having on population movement? How has the current 
climate of credit contraction affected the spatial mobility of people at the local, regional, and global scale? In 
what ways are we seeing the current financial crisis contribute to the production of new spaces of uneven 
development? Is the mobility response to this downturn different than in previous economic crises? 
 
We invite papers that develop theoretical and/or empirical approaches to understanding mobility in a time 
of economic uncertainty. Please send an abstract of your paper (formatted to AAG specifications) and your 
AAG PIN by November 10 to Suzanne Withers at swithers@u.washington.edu.  
  
 
Rural and Small Town Dynamics in North America  
Organizers: John Cromartie, Peter Nelson, Alex Vias 
Once again, we invite papers for sessions addressing the changing human geography of rural North America. 
Sessions will be organized around demographic, cultural, and economic issues of increasing concern among 
researchers and rural residents alike. Possible topics include but are in no way limited to: 1) the aging of the 
U.S. population which affects rural areas in unique and geographically diverse ways; 2) emerging racial and 
ethnic geographies and related dynamics affecting rural poverty, health, and well being; 3) rapid population 
growth along the urban-rural periphery and in high amenity areas, associated land-use changes and 
community conflicts. We are aiming for sessions emphasizing empirical findings though not excluding 
underlying theoretical and methodological issues.  
 
Please send your abstract and registration information to Alex Vias by October 10th  
Alex Vias  (alexander.vias@uconn.edu); John Cromartie (jbc@ers.usda.gov); Peter Nelson (pbnelson@middlebury.edu) 
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Geographies of Education 
Organizers:  Valerie Ledwith, Tricia Ruiz, Velna Bernelius, Suzanna Klaff 
The importance of education in influencing the geographies of opportunity available to children is widely 
recognised. However, the ways through which this occurs are complex and multi-faceted. This series of sessions 
will examine the geographies of education from a variety of perspectives and using a wide array of methodologies 
to focus on the following themes: (1) barriers to academic achievement; (2) integration, segregation and identity 
in school spaces; (3) pedagogy, policy and power. Interested presenters are invited to submit their title, abstract 
and PIN to one of the organisers by October 13, 2008.  
 
Sessions organized by:  Valerie Ledwith, National University of Ireland, Galway (Valerie.ledwith@nuigalway.ie); 
Tricia Ruiz, University of Washington (truiz@u.washington.edu); Velna Bernelius, University of Helsinki 
(venla.bernelius@helsinki.fi); Suzanna Klaf, The Ohio State University (klaf.1@osu.edu) 
 
Negotiating Belonging: Integration, Separation, and Othering in Contemporary Europe  
Organizers:  David Jansson and Micheline van Riemsdijk 
At a time when ever more countries from the East seek to join the EU, the unity of Europe as a whole and of 
individual member states is being challenged in a variety of ways. Some groups question whether they need their 
"host" states when they see the possibility of direct membership in the EU through secession. For instance, does 
Scotland belong more to (and in) the UK or the EU? Immigration from outside Europe challenges essentialist 
conceptualizations of national identity and reveals that racism still exists in European societies. Moreover, 
internal migration within the EU, largely from east to west, presents similar challenges to member states in terms 
of determining who belongs in a destination state. The issue of belonging will remain central at the local, national 
and European scales as EU expansion proceeds and migration streams intensify in response to economic needs. 
This session seeks to explore questions about belonging in Europe from various perspectives. We are interested 
in papers that explore for example, the importance of religion, language, nationality, race/ethnicity, gender, 
culture, and space in determining who belongs where, and why, within Europe. If you are interested in 
participating in this session, please send an abstract to the organizers by October 12.  
 
Organizers:  Dave Jansson, Uppsala University (dj28@cornell.edu); Micheline van Riemsdijk, University of 
Tennessee (vanriems@utk.edu)  
 
The Experiences of Immigrants and Refugees in urban areas 
Organizers:  Carlos Teixeira and Wei Li 
This paper session will cover both empirical and theoretical aspects of immigrants’ and refugees’ experiences in 
urban areas. It is co-sponsored by Ethnic Geography Specialty Group and PSG itself.  Interested party please 
contact Carlos Teixeira: carlos.teixeira@ubc.ca by Tuesday 10/14 to indicate your interest and send your registration 
number, which means you’ll need to register, pay fee, and submit your abstract on-line directly at AAG’s website. 
 
Locating Configurations of Inequality 
Organizers:  Virginia Parks, University of Chicago; Jamie Goodwin-White, University College 
Dublin  
Configurations of inequality are sets of relationships among multiple forms of inequality, conditioned by local 
contexts (McCall, 2001). These configurations depend upon multiple social relations, race, ethnicity, nativity, 
class, gender and manifest in contingent ways given local demographic, economic, and political structures and 
regimes. Geographers have much to offer current inequality debates by making explicit inequality’s spatial 
unevenness and the nature of its local contingency, especially in debates of categorical inequalities and their many 
configurations . We are particularly interested in theoretical-empirical papers that engage a comparative 
intercategorical approach to studying geographic patterns and processes of inequality. Examples could include 
papers on the geographic unevenness of racial wage inequality, cross-city analyses of intergenerational mobility, 
the race/class/gender effects of economic restructuring, local labor market dynamics and their inequality effects - 
but we are open to any papers responding to the ideas above. Please submit abstract, formatted to AAG 
guidelines, to vsparks@uchicago.edu or jamie.goodwin-white@ucd.ie by October 15th. 
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CALL FOR PAPERS:  THE 5th INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERNCE ON POPULATION 
GEOGRAPHIES  
Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH 
August 5 – 9, 2009 
 
This is the fifth conference designed to provide a regular international meeting of Population Geographers.  
Originally established by the Population Geography Research Group (PGRG), which is one of the specialist 
research groups of the Royal Geographical Society / Institute for British Geographers (RGS/IBG), this 
meeting will be hosted by the Population Specialty Group (PSG) of the Association of American 
Geographers (AAG) .  Conferees should plan to arrive Wednesday August 5th, and accommodation is 
provided that night.  The conference will begin with breakfast on Thursday 6th August 2009 and end with 
breakfast on the morning of Sunday 9th August 2009. 
 
The hope from the first meeting in Scotland in 2002 was that in the long term this would be a bi-annual 
event hosted in different nations.  It has since been hosted in St Andrews (2004), Liverpool (2006), Hong 
Kong (2007) and now will be hosted in Dartmouth in 2009, where we aim to continue the tradition of 
offering a major, regular Population Geography event drawing on participants from all over the world.  The 
event will be hosted in Umea, Sweden, in 2011. 
 
Although designed for geographers, contributions are welcome from those who would not regard 
themselves as population geographers, but are working in pertinent research areas. For example, we would 
welcome speakers from other disciplines including Demography, Sociology, Economics, Social 
Anthropology etc.  Postgraduates are also encouraged to attend and offer papers.   
 
The remit for the meeting is broad. We are encouraging people to submit papers on any research issue 
relevant to Population Geography and the organisers will decide the strands of the conference once we have 
received the abstracts.  In addition, there will be a few theme sessions and if you are interested in organising 
a theme session (minimum of 3 and maximum of 6 papers) please contact the conference officer with a title 
and a provisional list of possible speakers.  Papers should be 20-25 minutes long, allowing for 5-10 minutes 
discussion in ½ hour slots.  
 
Website:  http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaID=169244 
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CALL FOR PAPERS:   
2009 Critical Demography Conference First Annual 
Meeting 

 
Theme:"A Safeplace" For Innovative Ideas on the Study of Population 
Location: State University of New York at Albany 
Dates: March 6th and 7th, 2009 
 
Special Keynote Speaker 
Dr. Nancy E. Riley 
Author of Demography in the Age of the Postmodern 

 
This conference calls to action researchers who think outside of traditional demographic paradigms. The 
program consists of guest speakers, lead discussants, presentations, panels, round tables, full lunch and a 
dinner reception. 
 
Call for Abstracts: 
Researchers from any discipline are encouraged to submit an abstract for the conference. The Critical 
Demography Association (CDA) is seeking fresh new ideas to add to the projects extensive repertoire. Will 
that be you? 
Please submit abstracts via the Critical Demography website 
 
http://www.albany.edu/~hdh/criticaldemography/index.html 
 
Deadline January 15, 2009. 
 
Conference Highlights and Reasons to Register Today 
This conference lays the foundation for selecting members of the Editorial Board for the Journal of 
Critical Demography. Current scholars are offered prestigious opportunities to participate in critical 
thinking and application of fresh, new, demographic thought by joining CDA and participating in the 
conference. In addition, membership and participation provides transnational recognition as a 
Demographic scholar and interdisciplinary educator in the Twenty-First Century. Furthermore, the 
conference allows participation in strategic planning for future elections of the Critical Demography 
Associations officers. 
  
Critical Demography is a new and exciting paradigm that has the potential of revolutionizing the study of 
population. Critical Demography facilitates the development of theories, methods and concepts that do not 
neatly fit within the boundaries of the prevailing paradigm, conventional demography. Critical Demography 
makes explicit the manner in which the social structure differentiates dominant and subordinate populations. 
Thus, critical demography necessitates discussions of population control and population power. For 
instance, in this context, one cannot speak of race and sex without likewise articulating the impact of racism 
and sexism. In sum, critical demography reintroduces and articulates the nature of the social structure and 
how it impacts upon population phenomena. 
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JOB OPENING:  COLGATE UNIVERSITY 
Colgate University. Full-time tenure-track joint-appointment in the Department of GEOGRAPHY and the 
interdisciplinary Program of ASIAN STUDIES at the assistant professor rank effective Fall 2009. PhD 
required, although a doctoral candidate could be appointed contingent upon completion of PhD by the time 
of appointment. We seek a *geographer* whose research and teaching focuses on *Asia*, and who is 
proficient in the teaching of *GIS*. The successful candidate should demonstrably integrate geographical 
analytical techniques in his/her own research on biophysical, nature-society, social, political, economic or 
other issues affecting Asia. S/he will be expected to contribute a global and/or trans-regional perspective to 
Colgate’s interdisciplinary Asian Studies Program and contribute to existing Geography Department 
strengths in analytical skill development. The successful candidate can anticipate teaching geography courses 
that examine environmental and/or human phenomena in Asia, and will participate in a regular rotation in 
the teaching of introductory GIS and of interdisciplinary courses (introductory or capstone) in Asian Studies. 
In addition to Asian Studies, the successful candidate will participate in the Liberal Arts Core Curriculum and 
may contribute to other vibrant all-university programs such as Environmental Studies, Women’s Studies, or 
Peace and Conflict Studies, as well as off-campus study programs in various locations.  
 
Colgate’s Geography Department currently consists of seven full-time faculty. It is housed in the newly 
constructed Robert H. N. Ho Interdisciplinary Science Center whose facilities include well equipped GIS 
and visualization labs, both with lab technician support. The Asian Studies Program is one of the largest and 
longest-running of Colgate’s interdisciplinary programs, embracing East, South, Southeast and West Asia. 
The diverse faculty in the program have expertise in art history, linguistics, literature, religion, history, 
sociology, anthropology, economics, political science, and geography. For additional information see the 
Geography Department and Asian Studies webpages (_http://departments.colgate.edu/geography_;  
_http://www.colgate.edu/DesktopDefault1.aspx?tabid=1552&pgID=3188_  
<http://www.colgate.edu/DesktopDefault1.aspx?tabid=1552&pgID=3188>).  
 
With 2,750 students and more than 250 faculty, Colgate combines the intimacy of a liberal arts college with 
the breadth and depth of a research university. It is a leading liberal arts university committed to maintaining 
an outstanding faculty in order to educate global citizens prepared to engage the challenges and opportunities 
of the 21^st century. Salaries and benefits are very competitive, and research and travel funding 
opportunities are available to all Colgate faculty.  Colgate University is an Equal Opportunity Affirmative 
Action Employer.  Developing and maintaining a diverse faculty, student body, and staff further the 
University’s academic mission. Women and minorities are encouraged to apply.  
 
Send CV, email address, a detailed statement of professional experience as well as research and teaching 
interests, and at least three letters of recommendation. Review of completed applications will begin 
November 15, 2008.  
Apply: Professor Maureen Hays-Mitchell, Search Committee Co-Chair, Department of Geography, Colgate 
University, 13 Oak Drive, Hamilton, NY 13346. Voice 315-228-7534, Fax 315-228-7726, Email 
_lrauscher@mail.colgate.edu_ <mailto:lrauscher@mail.colgate.edu> 
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JOB OPENING:  UNIVERITY OF WISCONSIN, 
MADISON 
African Diaspora Studies - U. of Wisconsin-Madison. The University of Wisconsin-Madison seeks 
candidates for a new faculty position in the field of African diaspora studies. Appointment to begin in 
August 2009. The committee is seeking a scholar irrespective of discipline, of assistant or associate or full 
professor rank, whose primary specialization lies in some aspect of African diaspora studies, focusing upon 
the linkages between African diasporic communities and Africa, the dynamics of the forced or voluntary 
migration that led to the creation of those communities, their interactions and relations with societies of 
encounter, and the adaptation, reproduction and transformation of African institutional, cultural and 
expressive forms in diasporic settings. The committee particularly welcomes applications from candidates in 
Anthropology, Political Science, Sociology, Geography, or related social science fields.  
 
Interested persons should send a curriculum vitae, a statement of their background and interest in African 
diaspora research and teaching, a sample of publications or writings, and three names of potential references 
to: Professor Tejumola Olaniyan, Chair, African Diaspora Search Committee, African Studies Program, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, 205 Ingraham Hall, 1155 Observatory Drive, Madison, WI 53706-1397. 
To ensure full consideration, the application should be received by October 30, 2008.  
 
Unless confidentiality is requested in writing, information regarding the names of applicants must be released 
upon request. Finalists cannot be guaranteed confidentiality.  
 
The University Wisconsin is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer.  
 
Contact Info:  
Professor Tejumola Olaniyan  
Chair - African Diaspora Search Committee African Studies Program University of Wisconsin-Madison  
205 Ingraham Hall, 1155 Observatory Drive Madison, WI 53706-1397  
Website: http://africa.wisc.edu/ 

 

JOB OPENING:  EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITY
The Department of Geography at East Carolina University seeks to fill the position of Professor and Chair 
beginning on or before August 1, 2009. The Department of Geography currently has 22 faculty members 
and offers BA, BS, and MA degrees in Geography, Applied Geography, and Urban and Regional Planning. 
We anticipate offering new degree programs in Applied Atmospheric Science and Geographic Information 
Science and Technology beginning Fall 2009. The department offers a collegial and supportive work 
environment for faculty with varied interests and research agendas. Members of the faculty have a wide 
range of specialties in geomorphology, atmospheric science, coastal geography, GIScience, cultural 
geography, rural development, urban, regional and environmental planning, and urban design. Faculty 
members are also affiliated with the Center for Geographic Information Science, Center for Natural Hazards 
Research, Institute for Coastal Science & Policy, Center for Sustainable Tourism, and interdisciplinary 
graduate programs in Coastal Resources Management, Security Studies and International Studies. Faculty are 
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actively engaged in research as evidenced by numerous publications in well-respected geography, planning, 
and specialty journals and grants from private, state, and federal organizations. 
ECU is a constituent institution of the University of North Carolina System and enrolls more than 27,000 
students. The University is made up of seven colleges, including the Thomas Harriot College of Arts and 
Sciences and the Brody School of Medicine. The University is classified as a Doctoral/Research-Intensive 
University. ECU is located in Greenville, NC, which has a population of about 70,000, is about 80 miles east 
of Raleigh, and also is a short distance to the Atlantic coast. Greenville is a rapidly growing regional center 
for education, health, and retail services and offers a variety of opportunities and activities for all interests. 
Qualifications for the position include a Ph.D. in Geography, a distinguished record of research, and a 
demonstrated commitment to excellence in teaching and service. Administrative experience is especially 
desired. In a continuing effort to enrich its academic environment and provide equal educational and 
employment opportunities the department actively encourages applications from members of all groups 
underrepresented in higher education. Screening will begin December 1, 2008 and applications will be 
accepted until the position is filled. 
  
ECU is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action University that accommodates individuals with 
disabilities. Individuals requesting a disability accommodation should call the ECU Office of Disability 
Support Services at 252-737-1016 (Voice/TTY/Relay). Proper documentation of identity and employability, 
and an official graduate transcript, are required at the time of employment. 
To apply, complete a candidate profile and submit a letter of application, a statement of administrative 
experience and philosophy, a description of research agenda, and curriculum vitae online at 
www.jobs.ecu.edu. Also, arrange for three letters of reference to be sent (hard copy) directly to: Dr. Kathleen 
A. Lawler Row, Geography Chair Search, 104 Rawl Building, East Carolina University, Greenville NC 27858. 
For questions, contact Dr. Row at rowk@ecu.edu or 252-328-6800. 
 
 
 
For contributions, comments and 
suggestions, feel free to contact: 
 
Arnisson Andre C. Ortega 
Department of Geography 
University of Washington 
428 Smith  
Box 353550                                           
Seattle, Washington 98195-3550 
http://students.washington.edu/aaort
ega 
Phone: 206-543-5843                          
Fax: 206-543-3313                               
Email:  
aaortega@u.washington.edu 
 

A Note from the Editor 
In this Fall’s issue of the PSG newsletter, we are featuring exciting 

upcoming PSG events such as the 5th International Conference on 
Population Geographies in Dartmouth, Student Paper Competition 
and the AAG Conference in Las Vegas.  We are also highlighting 
achievements of the group in this year’s AAG conference in Boston 
and the new board for this year.  

Once again, I would greatly appreciate contributions from PSG 
members such as news, articles, book reviews, achievements, 
conference updates and other relevant information that you think 
should be included in the newsletter.  Feel free to email me your 
suggestions.   

André 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pop.psu.edu/aag/psg.html 
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